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been hitherto referred to Cenis. In that year the name was 
restricted by Bengtsson’s action to the single species har- 
risellus, and the other species formerly associated with it in 
the same genus were left without a name, Cenis having been 
invalid from the beginning. I propose to call the genus in 
question Ordella, nom. nov. (a feminine proper name), the 
genotype being Cenis macrura, Steph., as re-described by 
Bengtsson (loc. cit. p. 183). 

The preference so long accorded to the name Cenis over 
the older name Brachycercus, on the ground of its greater 
suitability, is, of course, overruled by Article 32 of the 
International Rules of Zoological Nomenclature, which 
expressly declares that “ a generic or a specific name, once 
published, cannot be rejected, even by its author, because 
of inappropriateness.” 

Finally, turning to the Order Orthoptera, we find that 
the preoccupied name Brachycercus has been applied by Dr. 
C. Willemse to a new genus of short-horned Grasshoppers 
from New Guinea, belonging to the subfamily Cyrtacan- 
thacrine (Zool. Meded. Leiden, vi. p. 7; 1921: Nova 
Guinea, xiii., Zool. p. 718; 1922). This Orthopterous genus 
must be re-named, and I propose for it the name Megra, 
nom. nov., the genotype, Brachycercus flavum (sic), Willemse, 
becoming known as Megra flava, Willemse. 


LIII.—Some new African Squirrels. 
By OLDFIELD THOMAS. 


(Published by permission of the Trustees of the British Museum.) 


AFTER completing the successful Darfur expedition with 
Admiral Lynes, Mr. Willoughby Lowe paid a short collecting- 
visit to the Ivory Coast Protectorate, where he obtained for 
the National Museum about 70 mammals in the savannah 
region in the centre of the Protectorate, some 250 miles from 
the coast. Among these there are three species of squirrel, 
respectively representing Lfeliosciurus rufobrachium®* and 


* It does not seem to have been previously noticed that the widely 
spread species known as H.7ufobrachiatus ought to bear the above name, 
The latter was published in November 1842 (Ann. & Mag. N.H. x. 
p. 202, footnote) and the former only in January 1843 (cf. Waterhouse, 
P. Z. S. 1893, p. 438). pe 

The name leucogenys tor the red-cheeked Fernando Po Funisciurus, 
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punctatus and Funisciurus leucostigma, but cach appearing 
to form special local subspecies. All are distinguished by 
their lighter coloration, as compared with that of their allies 
inhabiting the more saturate forest districts to the south. 

In working them out, four other new African squirrels 
have come to light, and are here described. 


Heliosciurus rufobrachium hardyi, subsp. n. 


A remarkably pale race of rufobrachium. 

General colour above, when in unbleached pelage, clear 
grizzled grey, almost as pale as in Ll. multicolor or rhodesue, 
therefore conspicuously paler than in other forms of rufo- 
brachium. Under surface dull whitish, with brown bases 
to the hairs, the chest and inguinal region clearer whitish. 
Eyelids white. Ears like head, a small postauricolar rufous 
pateh. Forearms bright ochraceous; hands buffy. Hind 
legs and base of tail also rich ochraceous, varying to strong 
ferruginous ; feet grizzled buffy. Tail grizzled grey through- 
out. 

Dimensions of type, measured in flesh :— 

Ilead and body 230 mm.; tail 240; hind foot 50; ear 19. 

Skull: greatest length 53; condylo-incisive length 48 ; 
zygomatic breadth 30°6. 

Lfab. Northern part of the Ivory Coast Protectorate. Type 
from Béoumi, 250 miles north of Grand Bassam. 

Type. Oldmale. B.M. no. 23. 2.3.13. Original number 
2018. Collected 16 December, 1922. Eleven specimens. 

By its pale greyish colour this squirrel is widely different 
from any known forms allied to rufobrachium, but its richly’ 
rufous forearms and hind legs clearly indicate that it is really 
a member of that group. 

It is named in honour of Mir. I. R. Hardy, who accom- 
panied Mr. Willoughby Lowe on his Ivory Coast Expedition, 
aud gave him much welcome assistance. 


which equally dates from November 1342, and so antedates erythrovenys, 
way be treated as a misprint corrected by itsauthor. The whole footnote 
was probably written on the proof in such a way that the name was 
misread, and the description of the face then read by the printer to agree 
withthe name. Waterhouse probably never saw a further proof, and 
took the first opportunity to correct the name to erythregenys and the 
description to agree with the facts. 

P.S.—A fter writing this note, I find that the same observation has 
been recently made by Dr. J. A. Allen [ B. Am. Mus. N. H. xlvii. p. 45 
(footnote), 1922]. As, however, we differ in our opinion as to what 
should be done about © icucogenys, L leave the note as originally written 
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Heliosciurus rufobrachium emissus, subsp. n. 


A dwarf race of rufobrachium. l 

Body quite as in typical Fernando Po specimens of rufo- 
brachium, with the same general dark tone and muddy- 
coloured under surface. Under-fur suffused with warm 
brown. Rufous coloration of forearms and hind limbs 
well marked. Tail quite as in rufobrachium. 

Dimensions of the type, measured in the flesh :— 

Head and body 210 mm.; tail 225; hind foot 48; ear 15. 

Skull: greatest length 49; condylo-incisive length 44:3 ; 
zygomatic breadth 29 ; cheek-tooth series 8'8. 

Hab. South-east Nigeria, in the country recently trans- 
ferred from the Cameroons. ‘Type from Kumbo, about 
6° 50’ N. and 10°50’ E. Another specimen from near Banyo. 

Type. Old male. B.M. no. 23. 1. 22. 50. Original 
number 781. Collected 29 September, 1921. Two specimens. 

Readily distinguished from any described race of the 
rufobrachium group by its markedly smaller size. 


Heliosciurus rufobrachium lualabe, subsp. n. 


A small southern ‘race of rufobrachium. 

Size small, about as in emissus. Colour dark, finely 
speckled, therein contrasting with the coarsely speckled 
emissus. Under surface with the median area, from throat 
to inguinal region, white, the bases of the hairs on the belly 
brown as usual. Forearms with the usual ochraceous 
marking, their inner sides white ; hands grizzled ochraceous. — 
Hind limbs with but little ochraceous, their inner aspect 
whitish ; feet like hands. ‘Tail with the light rings whitish 
or buffy. 

Hind foot of type 48 mm. Skull: greatest length 49:5 ; 
condylo-incisive length 43. 

Hab. Southern Congo. Type from Lodja, Upper Lukenye 
River ; other specimens from Inkongo, Sankuru ( H. Wilson). 

Type. Adult male. B.M. no. 9. 12.12. 8. Collected and 
presented by E. Torday, Esq. Three specimens. | 

This is a similarly small race to the H. r. emissus of 8.E. 
Nigeria just described, but whether it is specially closely 
related to it I am not at present prepared to say. 

From aubryi and other described forms of rufobrachium it 
is readily distinguishable by its small size and the whitish 
median area of its under surface. 
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Hehoseiurus rhodesic loandicus, subsp. n. 


Like rhodesiwe, but duller and more drabby throughout; 
the ears not whitened. 

General colour darker than in rhodesiw, without the greyish- 
white tone of that animal. Ears coloured like the rest of 
the head, not specially whitened. Forearms fringed with 
very pale ochraceous. Hands and feet ochraceous, instead 
of buffy white. ‘Tail less whitened. 

Skull as in rhodesie. 

Dimensions of the type, measured in flesh :— 

Head and body 200 mm.3; tail 245; hind foot 47; car 13. 

Skull: greatest length 47°5 ; and y ln=i -incisive length £3. 

Hab. North Angola. Type from N’Dalla Tando, 800 m. 
Other specimens from Canhoca (Ansorge) and the Quanza 
River (Monteiro). 

Type. Adult female. B.M. no. 10, 4.8.14. Original 
number 42. Collected 31 October, 1908, by Dr. W. J. 
Ansorge. Five specimens. 

Examples of this squirrel have been in the collection for 
many years under the erroneous names, first, of annulatus 
and then, when that name was i of isubellinus, but 
i mmeweg examination of the type of isabellinus shows that 
I was mistaken in referring it to this Angolan animal. For 
it agrees absolutely with a number of specimens belonging 
to the rufobrachium group from the Lower Niger, aud to 
the Nigerian form the name should certainly belong. 

beat A. rhodesice and the present subspecies of it would 
seem to be pale southern representatives of the H. rufo- 
brachium group, though the characteristic reddening of the 
forearms is scarcely perceptible. From rhodesiv, loandicus 
differs by its more drabby general colour and the absence of 
the white on the ears, so marked in the Rhodesian animal. 


Heliosciurus punctatus savannius, subsp. n. 


Closely allied to punctatus, but paler throughout. 

Size as in punctatus. General colour above rather paler, 
owing to the light rings on the hairs being both broader and 
more whitish ; “the buty rings on the under-fur clearer bufty. 
Under swface lighter ; the throat, chest, and inguinal region 
whitish. Hands and feet paler, grey proximally and bufty 
terminally, instead of brown and dark buffy. ‘Tail pater 
throughout, the white hair-tips more prominent. 

Skull about as in punctatus. 

Dimensions of type, measured in flesh :— 

lead and body L78 mm. ; tail 204 5 hind foot 42; car 16, 
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Skull: greatest length 46°7; condylo-incisive length 41. 

Hab. Béoumi, Ivory Coast Protectorate, Alt. 650’. 

Type. Adult male. B.M. no. 23. 2.3. 19. Original 
numb:r 2043. Collected 22 December, 1922, by Willoughby 
P. Lowe. Three specimens. 

This representative of H. punetatus, inhabiting the sa- 
vannah region of the Northern Ivory Coast Protectorate, is 
perceptibly paler throughout than the saturate typical form 
of the coast. 


Funisciurus leucostigma niveatus, subsp. n. 


A greyish form with snowy-white belly. 

General colour above pale olive-grey with much less 
sutfusion of buffy than in other races. Lateral lines buffy or 
whitish. Flanks dull fulvous, less rufous than in leucostegma, 
and still less rufous than the brilliantly red flanks of leonis. 
Belly snowy-white, conspicuously whiter than in any of the 
allied forms. White postauricular patches well marked. 
Hands and feet rather paler buffy than usual. Middle ot 
underside of tail pale ochraceous. Skull rather smaller than 
in leucostigma and leonis. 

Dimensions of the type, measured in flesh :— 

Head and body 198 mm.; tail 160; hind foot 44; ear 20. 

Skull: greatest length 48; condylo-incisive length 435 ; 
zygomatic breadth 26°7. 

Hab. Béoumi, 12 miles E. of Bandama, Ivory Coast Pro- 
tectorate ; about 250 miles north of the coast. Alt. 650’. 

Type. Old male. B.M. no. 23. 2. 3. 21. Original 
number 2010. Collected 5 December, 1922, by Willoughby 
P. Lowe. Five specimens. 

This striking form of the leucostigma group is readily 
distinguishable by its greyish back, almost without buffy 
suttusion, and, especially, by its snowy-white belly. 


Funisciurus carruthersi chrysippus, subsp. n. 


Like true carruthersi, but the under surface broadly washed 
with yellow. 

General colour above of the same greenish olivaceous as in 
carruthersi; not so dark as in tanganyikæ. Under surface 
yellow, not sharply defined from the flanks, the hairs dark 
slaty, their tips rich yellow; inguinal region ochraceous. 
Sides of face more or less ochraceous, and hairs of ear of the 
same colour. Hands and feet grizzled ochraceous, about as 
in tanganytke, Tips of tail-hairs yellow. 
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Dimensions about as in carruthersi. Uind foot (dry) 
48 mm. 

Hub. Wabembe region, west of the north end of Lake 
Tanganyika. 

type. Adult male. B.M. no. 22. 3. 3. 3. Original 
number 23. Collected by R. Grauer. One specimen. 

This beautiful squirrel is readily distinguishable from true 
carruthersi by its yellow-washed under surface. 
_ dt would seem to be the representative of that animal on 

the Belgian Congo side of Lake Tanganyika, 


LIV.— The West African Forms of Weliosciurus rufobrachium. 
By OLDFIELD THOMAS. 


(Published by permission of the Trustees of the British Museum.) 


IN connection with the determination of Mr. Willoughby 
Lowe's Ivory Coast squirrels, I have found oveasion to lay 
out the whole of our West African specimens of the rufo- 
brachium group. ‘These are sufficient to give a fair idea of 
the terms found in West Africa west of the Cameroons, and 
appear to show that the recognizable forms are eight in 
number. 

It is curious that on the Gold Coast, and north of it, two 
brightly coloured forms occur which shut off the dull-coloured 
Sierra’ Leone and Portuguese Guinea animals from the 
similarly dull-eoloured forms found in Nigeria and eastwards. 

Commencing in the furthest north-west, we have :— 


1. Heltosciurus rufubrachium caurinus, subsp. n. 


General colour of average intensity, near “ raw umber,” 
chest and belly washed with whitish; forearms and inner 
sides of thighs little reddened ; hands and teet grizzled butty 
and white, tail washed with whitish. 

Length of type-skull 52 mm. 

lub. Portuguese Guinea; type from Gunnal; alt. 50m. 

type. Adult female. B.M. no. 10. 4. 9. 6. Original 
wumber 13. Collected 2nd June, 1909, by Dr. W: J. 
Ansorge. Four specimens. 


2. Heliosciurus rufobrachium leonensis, subsp. n. 


Like caurinus, but more strongly coloured throughout. 
Bick damke, under surface more less or washed with 
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